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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR JANUARY 29, 2021  

 
 

 

Ohio’s COVID-19 Situation Is Improving    

 

Gov. Mike DeWine announced that the state would allocate 55,000 COVID-19 vaccines each 

week for K-12 teachers and reserve about 100,000 doses for Ohio’s oldest citizens. 

Next week, adults age 70 and older are eligible to receive the vaccine. 

 

Independence Local School teachers will be able to receive a vaccine starting Monday, 

February 8.  

 

Because the number of coronavirus-related hospitalizations stayed below 3,500 for more 

than a week, DeWine rolled back the state’s overnight curfew.   The original 10 PM – 5 AM 

curfew that took effect on Nov. 19 dramatically impacted the state's bar and restaurant 

industry.   The new statewide curfew will be from 11 PM to 5 AM.  

 

DeWine said he would re-evaluate the situation, and once the number of hospitalizations 

drops below 3,000 for seven straight days, the curfew would go back to midnight.  The 

curfew will be eliminated only after hospitalizations drop below 2,500 for a seven-day 

stretch. 

Cuyahoga County has published a new COVID-19 Vaccination Information webpage.  It 

allows people to determine which groups are eligible to get a vaccine now, locate 

vaccination sites by zip code, and sign-up to for notifications from the Cuyahoga County 

Board of Health.  

Residents who need assistance should call Community Services at 216-524-7373.  

 

COVID-19 Vaccine Scams  

A warning to all residents:  the high demand and limited supply of COVID-19 vaccines have 
brought scammers out of the woodwork.     

file://///user2019/home$/loraa/My%20Documents/www.independenceohio.org
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/resources/news-releases-news-you-can-use/vaccination-schedule-for-ohio-schools-announced
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/resources/news-releases-news-you-can-use/vaccination-schedule-for-ohio-schools-announced
https://cuyahogacounty.us/vax
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According to the Better Business Bureau, these criminals call, text, or 

email people with an offer to move them up on the vaccination list for a 

fee or to request a pre-payment to get a shot. Some of these scammers 

claim to be from the CDC, a state, county, or local health agency, 

insurance company, pharmacy, or healthcare facility.  

COVID-19 vaccines are free.  The vaccine doses are monitored very 

carefully by federal, state, and local health agencies. You cannot pay 

to get one any faster.   

These fraudsters target older Americans because they are among the first people eligible to 

be vaccinated.  Lorain and North Ridgeville Police reported that several of their senior 

residents had received these scam calls.   

Here’s the bottom line:   No one from a vaccine/healthcare provider, a private insurance 

company, or public health official will call you asking for your Medicare number, Social 

Security number or your credit card, or bank account information to sign you up to get 

the vaccine.  If you receive a suspicious call, hang up.  

 

Facility Repairs & Upgrades  

 

 

 

 

 

 

City crews have replaced old asphalt and curbing at the east entrance of Liberty 

Playground with a new concrete walk to improve the safety, accessibility, ease for people to 

make drop-offs from the main parking area.  

 

Similar repairs and improvements were made at the Civic Center’s trash/recycle area and 

nearby sewer catch basin, which was sunken.  Painting and renovation of the Community 

Services office spaces are underway.  The staff has also begun prepping the park’s 

maintenance garage for painting.   
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Ready, Set, Play!  

The Field House was full of energy on Jan. 18 and 22 during the School Holiday Care 

programs.  Children in grades K-4 enjoyed the wide open spaces, running on the indoor 

track, playing on the courts, making crafts, and having fun with friends in small groups.   

Counselors helped the children create one-of-a-kind Valentines, make bracelets out of yarn, 

and build paper-stuffed animals and bears.  

  

 

Miss Gayle and Miss Marcia conducted hourly 

trivia, joke, and riddle contests as a bonus.   

Using the indoor audio system, the front desk 

announced the questions and the children, 

socially distanced in different rooms, used the 

counselors’ walkie-talkies to share their guesses.  

The first person to get the correct answer earned 

a prize.  

 

These contests began last year during Summer Camp and were so popular they are now 

part of the All-Day Care program.  

Independence Local Schools have added a waiver day in 

February.  There will be School Holiday Care programs 

on Friday, Feb. 12 and Monday, Feb. 15.  More 

information is available in the February Community 

Spotlight that is posted on the City’s website.   

The Recreation Department has inspected and repaired the 

Fieldhouse pitching screens, repaired or replaced LED track 

lighting, and took care of other needed maintenance.  

Effective January 16, the new Fieldhouse hours are 

weekdays from 6-8 PM and weekends from 10 AM – 2 PM 

for residents-only team practices.  Residents-only Pickleball 

is available weekday mornings and Monday evenings from 

6pm – 8pm. Residents may use the facilities for walking weekdays from 9 AM-noon and all 

the previous times listed above.  

 

Community Services 

With spring just 50 days away, the Community Services staff is working hard planning 

different programs and events for residents.    

The Staff is working with Kiwanis to plan the Springtime Event on Saturday, March 27 for 

children ages 10 and under, and a City-Wide Garage Sale on June 24, 25, 26.   

 

https://www.independenceohio.org/departments/community_services/community_spotlight.php
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The 2021 Summer Concert series is booked, and planning for the Summer Camp and 

Summer Playground programs continues.   

Earlier this month, Community Services hosted a Primary School Game Night.  The 

children played games, had a friendly, indoor pompom/snowball fight, built “snow forts” 

out of red cups, practiced their “carpet skating” skills, and enjoyed snow cones. 

 

                 

 

Delicious & Nutritious 

 

I’m so pleased that so many of our older residents have signed up for the 55+ Lunch 

Program.  The Tuesday and Friday drive-through program has become so popular that 

traffic gets backed-up from the Civic Center to Selig Drive on some days.   Please know the 

Community Services staff is working to improve the delivery system.   

In January, residents picked up nearly 3,000 meals at the Civic Center.    

 

CLICK TO DOWNLOAD  

Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Report for Jan. 29, 2021 

Legislative Review for the Feb. 9, 2021 City Council Meeting 

 

 

Anyone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates should send their 
name and email address to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org. 

http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-480
http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/legislative_reviews.php#outer-488

